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Salem. The season is advancing fast, & our troops must da.ily con- 
sume provision the bare transportation of which is an immense cost. 
I perceive that the General Assembly stands further prorogued to the 
31" of this month. I am sorry that a state of our claim of terri- 
tory in the New Hampshire Grant has not yet been forwarded to 
Congress ; for although it is my wish as an individual that this un- 
comfortable dispute may subside till a more convenient season, yet I 
would not willingly be under the necessity of saying, when called upon 
after so long notice, that our state is not ready. It might have the 
appearance of a consciousness in ourselves, that our claim is not well 
founded. 

Our new Constitution* is much approved of by many gentlemen 
here. I understand it is soon to be in force. I do most earnestly pray 
that Heaven may direct the people to the choice of a wise man for 
their Governor, & incline him to accept of the trust. 

The post is just going, which obliges me to conclude. 
I am with very great respect, 

Your assured friend & Very hbl? Servt S. Adams- 

Hon. Mr. Bowdoin. 

Mr. Perkins called the attention of the members to the 
circumstance that an original portrait of General Warren by 
Copley, formerly the property of a grandson of the patriot, 
the late Mr. Alvord, of Massachusetts, was now in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Corcoran, the banker of Washington. He thought 
it might be purchased. He also read from a memorandum in 
his possession the prices originally charged by Copley for his 
portraits, — contrasting them with the prices which his works 
now command when offered for sale. 



MAT MEETING, 1872. 

A stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 9th instant, at 
11 o'clock, A.M. ; the President in the chair. 

The record of the previous meeting was read. 

The Librarian read his monthly list of donors to the Li- 
brary. 

M. Jules Marcou, of Cambridge, presented to the Cabinet a 
number of interesting and valuable medals (being original 
proof impressions), including those of Lafayette, Paul Jones, 

* The Constitution of Massachusetts is here alluded to — Bowdoin having been 
President of the Convention by which it was framed. — Eds. 
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and Anthony Wayne ; for which the thanks of the Society 
were ordered. 

The following Preamble and Resolution were unanimously 
adopted : — 

Whereas this Society, at the stated meeting in March last, 
unanimously voted to confirm the action of their committee in 
agreeing to lease to the city of Boston the two lower stories 
and a part of the basement of their building, No. 30 Tre- 
mont Street, now in process of reconstruction, according to 
the plans drawn by Messrs. Ryder & Harris, architects ; and 
whereas the President of the Society, the Hon. Robert C. 
Winthrop, and the Treasurer, the Hon. Richard Frothingham, 
have since signed, sealed, and delivered the leases to the city 
of Boston ; therefore — 

Resolved, That the Society do hereby ratify and confirm the 
action of their President and Treasurer in executing said 
leases on the part of the Society. 

An application from the Hon. George Sheldon, for leave to 
copy from the volumes of MSS. entitled " Williams Papers," 
was granted under the rules. 

An application from Mr. G. B. Sintzenich, of Exeter, Eng- 
land, for leave to copy any portraits of Puritan or Nonconfor- 
mist ministers in tlie Society's gallery, was granted, — Mr. 
Jolm Ward Dean, agreeably to the request of the applicant, 
to be notified of this vote. 

Attention was called by the President to the oak-leaves 
presented to the Society by Admiral Possiet when visiting 
the rooms in December last, which had been arranged under 
glass, and framed. 

The President read the following extracts from a letter of 
our Corresponding Member, Mr. Grigsby, of Virginia, addressed 
to himself : — 

Edgehill, near Charlotte C. H., Virginia, April 29, 1872. 
In the last serial of the Society, I read over again your address on 
the plans for regenerating your Hall, and your remarks on Scott, as 
well as those of your associates on the same topic ; and I cannot but 
think that it was a very graceful occasion. But with all the admirable 
things uttered about Scott, none of you (pardon me before you read 
farther) struck the key-note of his character with the force which was 
proper to the theme. It is a clear letting down of supreme genius 
from its original and lofty sphere to speak of Dickens, or Bulwer, or 
D'lsraeli, or Thackeray, in the same breath with Scott. He strikes the 
Colossus from the solid granite at a single stroke of his gigantic hand ; 
while his followers frame very feir and very beautiful forms from ala- 
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baster and marble and other softer materials, and in the deliberate and 
delicate garniture of their work substitute beauty for sublimity and 
grace for grandeur. Scott is the unapproachable master of the dra- 
matic novel, and has rescued History herself from the sleep of ages. 
To Scott we owe Macaulay, and the dramatic and genial flow of mod- 
ern historic narrative. 

I am disposed to think that Mr. Waterston, in his most interesting 
and most critical remarks, overlooked one important particular. Scott 
wrote very rapidly, and often very bad English ; and his style bristled 
with Scotticisms. Now all these passed under the eye of James Bal- 
lantyne, who sat in his study with dictionaries and authorities at his 
elbow ; and having freely corrected the manuscript, copied the whole 
for the press. The handwriting of Scott was never seen hy the printer. 
It would have revealed his secret at once. The corrections noted by 
Mr. W. were made before the manuscript left the hands of Scott. 
Byron instantly detected the authorship of " Waverley" from the Scotti- 
cisms which he had heard from the lips of Scott in common talk. The 
excellence of the Waverley Novels consists not in their style, which is 
often very bald, but in dramatic skill. No man but Scott could have 
written the scene quoted by Mr. Waterston, in which Elizabeth, Leices- 
ter, and Surry are the actors, or the interview between Jeanie Deans 
and Queen Caroline, and some of the scenes in "Ivanhoe" and " Quentin 
Durward." 

A printed application for aid in restoring the Municipal 
Library of Strassburg was laid before the meeting, and was 
referred to the Standing Committee. 

Ordered, That the Building Committee prepare a memorial 
to go under the corner of the front wall of the Society's build- 
ing, now in course of construction. 



